
—

(

I

—.. ....—-— ,,;.,
WASilNG’L’tJNPCX3T Nov. 3, ].’JG’j

By Howord Simons
)!’<c.hiwtoll Post Staff W’r!tcr

,\ significant number of Marshall Mantiers are only
now-ii years latcr- begifining to shw thyroid gbmd
damage after bcmg accikntalhdt’enchedwi~l~radjo-:
active fallout from an American H-bomb test in the ~
Pacific. ● —-—–. —. .- . ..— I

Ithere had been no evjclence of,Tl]e finding ol latent ‘am-! thyroid diseaSe. !
<Ige, a c c o r d i n g to thcl Six of [he tbyroici victims
Government doctor in charge lhave undergone successful ,
0: ircaling the islanders for operations. ,

I Dr. Coriard said he was’tilyroicf dama;e, means that hopeful that additional cases,
atomic expt’rts fiOW must re-)of thyroid ~~~or~ amui]g the”
vise upwards their Wrnatesl exposed nati~cs can be avcrt-
of tile hazard frOln sh~l”t,-lived [ed through treat~nlellt With a
radioactive clebris. This 1s thel ~yntheti~
kind 01 fallout, such as ra-

tilyroid hormone
Inow being given to Ult Island- ~

c!ioactive iodine, that occurs ers,
mostly near an atomic blast) The Brookhavcn medical ~
and gels into the human body I
through food and drink.

I scientist also M anxious to 1

Moreover,
learn whether the hormone’

said Dr. Robert tratment ~vill have any effect
Cooard in a tel~phollc inter- on the apparent link between
vic~v. there is some evidencel
that fallout damage

iradiatio~ - damaged thyroids
tO the nd the retarded growth seenlaWruid @mclf m$nht also he~ anlong some of tbe exposed

tile cause observed Chj]dren.
stu:~ting among some of the, In Dr. Conl&d”s view, the
children cxpos~d to the fall-, enlphasis hitherto given to
(Jut. 1the immediate and external

Dr. Conard is the leader of [effects of radiation now must
a medical survey team thatl be balanced with a new ap-
colnmutes between Brookha- 1preciation for the latent, in-
ven National Laboratory onIternal effects that can be

‘Long Island and Rongelap 1$ Icaused by radioactive mate-
1]and in the IWarshalls. The riais, such as radioiodine, that
team’s most recent report to get mto the body. Radio iodine
the .itomic Energy Commis-1 selectively concentrates in the
sion is being circulated this thyroid gland.t

:week to members of the Joint The Rongelap findings re-
1 ‘Congressional Committee on, ported this week to tile JointI

~ltomic Energy. What this re-’ Committee follow a U.S. Pub.I
1lic Health Service report Iast’port shows is this:

, Between March and Otto-l \veck of a tenuous link be-
lbcr of this year 10 ncw cases tween fallout in L’tah and
of thyroid abnormalities i]ave Arizona and the incidence of

.;+2..: ,,>,, - /been found among the EE Ron- suspicious thyroid nodules or:
.,,. Igclap natives who were ex- small lumps among children’

18 the total nul~lberi Preliminary report of a super-

\abnormalities. IGovernment a g e n c i c s, The
Most of the abnormal iticsl critics point out that there

turned out to be a cancer of Iperformed the physical exami-1
the tt]yroid L!Ian[l. nations. Thcru is virtually no’

Si~:nificflntly, 10 a coutrol data from other arcos for I
[:loup of llOII;:(’I:I]) Ilative$ judging the U(ah-,irjzon:l find.:
W]IO I,$~fIl)cd L]I($11)3.1f;l]iout infls, Aud msl~y (If the children ~
. . tttc Iu(iim! ,i(ill)(, nt)nr it’lfl. (I XIWIIIICII w v r d horn Qftcq:: , x
llV1’~l 4[ L~lIMJ I)(I1 114 iwt’k)l - II IIV,I d thO rUII{l Pt WII.
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